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SAFETY AT SPORTS GROUNDS ADVISORY GROUP

RADIOHEAD POP CONCERT 

29th JUNE, 2008
LANCASHIRE COUNTY CRICKET CLUB

OLD TRAFFORD

On Sunday 29th June, 2008, a pop concert was held at Lancashire County Cricket Club.  The concert featured the main group Radiohead, with supporting acts MGMT, and Bats for Lashes.
The agreed ground capacity was 53,000 and 43,000 people attended the event.  The audience profile was a wide age group with a majority in the 30-40 year age group, and equal numbers of males and females.
There were no issues with the temporary structures within the performance area, e.g. main stage, mixer towers, disabled platform and front of stage barriers. 
Noise levels stayed within the set parameters of the licensing conditions, and there were eight noise complaints in total.  Council Officers have followed up and assessed the concerns of the complainants.

The signage and toilet provision was a success with very positive feedback.  The revised layout of the catering units was also successful.  The event was well planned and managed, with no major stewarding or security issues.  Four cash machines were located within the ground and were well used.   The barrier systems utilised for audience control worked well, and there were few problems with egress from the ground.
As with other concerts both Great Stone Road and Talbot Road were briefly closed by the Police to allow safe egress at the end of the concert.  
Fraser Eagle (a private transport company), had been contracted to provide six coaches for regular connections between the venue and Manchester City Centre.  Stagecoach buses also allocated six coaches.  The Fraser Eagle coaches did four circuits and moved 1100 people.  
The Multi-Agency Group is supporting Lancashire County Cricket Club in its negotiations with Greater Manchester Public Transport Executive, to secure a more structured transport provision for future events.  
Metrolink had agreed to extend their service until midnight between the City Centre and Old Trafford.  Unfortunately a derailment in Manchester, due to a fractured rail, caused some difficulties. 
The concert passed without any serious safety implications, no one was referred to hospital, and only 15 minor injuries were reported.
The Radiohead Concert was a successful event and feedback received in the media rated it highly.
	Financial Implications:

	N/A

	Legal Implications:
	N/A

	Human Resources Implications:
	N/A

	Asset Management Implications:
	N/A

	E-Government Implications:
	N/A

	Risk Management Implications:
	N/A


